
Finale Transposition Table 
 

Reference 
Scale Transposition 

Transposed 
Notation 

Make Music values 
(Interval, Key Alter) 

Alternate values 
(Interval, Key Alter) 

 A 
Up m3, add 3 flats

 
(2,-3)  (1,9) (3,-15) 

 

Bb (A#) 

Up M2, add 2 sharps

 
(1,2)  (0,14) (2,-10) 

 
Up M9, add 2 sharps

 
(8,2)  (7,14) (9,-10) 

 B 
Up m2, add 5 flats

 
 (1,-5) (0,7) (2,-17) 

 Cb 
Up A1, add 7 sharps

 
 (0,7) (-1,19) See Note 

on page 2 

 

C 

Down Octave

 
(-7,0)  (-8,12) (-6,-12) 

 
--None- 

-  
(0,0)  (-1,12) (1,-12) 

 
Up Octave

 
(7,0)  (6,12) (8,-12) 

 C# 
Down A1, add 7 flats

 
 (0,-7) See Note 

on page 2 (1,-19) 

 Db 
Up m2, add 5 sharps

 
 (-1,5) (-2,17) (0,-7) 

 D 
Down M2, Add 2 flats

 
(-1,-2)  (-2,10) (0,-14) 

C Major Scale

 

Eb (D#) 

Down m3, add 3 sharps

 
(-2,3)  (-3,15) (-1,-9) 

 
Up M6, add 3 sharps

 
(5,3)  (4,15) (6,-9) 

 
Up M6+Oct., add 3 sharps

 
(12,3)  (11,15) (13,-9) 

 E 
Down M3, Add 3 flats

 
 (-2,-4) (-3,8) (-1,-16) 

 

F 

Up P5, add 1 sharp

 
(4,1)  (3,13) (5,-11) 

 
Down P4, add 1 sharp

 
 (-3,1) (-4,13) (-2,-11) 

 F# 
Up D5, add 6 flats

 
 (4,-6) See Note 

on page 2 (5,-18) 

 Gb 
Up A4, add 6 sharps

 
 (3,6) (2,18) See Note 

on page 2 

 

G 

Up P4, add 1 flat

 
(3,-1)  (2,11) (-3,-13) 

 
Down P5, add 1 flat

 
 (-4,-1) (-5,11) (-3,-13) 

 

Ab (G#) 

Up M3, add 4 sharps

 
 (2,4) (1,16) (3,-8) 

 

Down m6, add 4 sharps

 
 (-5,4) (-6,16) (-4,-8) 
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1) All cases have the Simplify Key checkbox checked (), except for alternate values in column one for Cb and C#, where it must be left unchecked, as so 
indicated.  In other cases, it may be possible to leave it unchecked, except for alternate values in column two for B and in column three for Db, where it must 
be left checked, as so indicated. 

2) In all cases 7 can be added to or subtracted from the interval value as many times as needed to change the transposition to the desired octave.  

 



 
 
 
 

Finale Transposition Table Technical Notes 
 
The table on the preceding page graphically depicts the results of a C Major scale as it is transformed through each of the 15 Key Signature 
transpositions possible using the Staff Transpositions dialog box.  In all cases it shows the Interval and Key Alter values as an ordered pair (Interval, Key 
alter).  Values supplied by Make Music as well as alternate values that I determined are given under their respective group headings.  The alternate 
values on a given row result in the same transposition into the same octave as the graphic shown on that row. 
 
The table is independent of both instrument and any key signature that may be present before the transposition is applied. 
 
If using the table values results in a transposition that is not in the correct range for your instrument, simply add 7 to the interval value to raise the 
transposition one octave, or subtract 7 to lower one octave.  Repeat if necessary.  Sometimes you may need to check the Simplify Key checkbox. 
 
For those who may wish to know how I determined these alternate values, the following procedure was used.  First a C Major scale was entered while 
in concert pitch starting at middle C, one ledger line below the treble clef staff, to establish a common base of operations.  The instrument chosen for 
the document does not matter.  Then for each of the 15 possible key signatures, choose that key signature with the Key Signature Tool while still in 
concert pitch and with Transpose notes Up chosen in the Key Signature dialog box.  Then uncheck Display Document in Concert Pitch.  Then adjust the 
interval and key alter values in the Staff Transpositions dialog box until the resulting transposition results in a C Major scale starting at middle C.  In 
some cases the octave was further adjusted to bring the transposition more in line with what is found in actual practice.  The Simplify Key checkbox 
could either be left checked or unchecked when determining the values in alternate column one, except for Cb and C#, where it must be left 
unchecked, as so indicated.  The Simplify Key checkbox was always left checked when determining the values in all the other alternate value cases.  
However, in some cases it may be left unchecked, except in column two for B and in column three for Db, where it must be left checked, as so 
indicated. 
 
Note: For the alternate values in column two, the value for interval is always one less and the value for key alter is always 12 more than the 
corresponding column one values, except in the case of C# and F#, where these values, or their octave equivalents, have already been shown in column 
one, and are therefore not displayed again in column two.  For the alternate values in column three, the value for interval is always one more and the 
value for key alter is always 12 less than the corresponding column one values, except in the case of Cb and Gb, where these values, or their octave 
equivalents, have already been shown in column one, and are therefore not displayed again in column three.  Other combinations may be possible. 
 
I take full responsibility for the contents of this table.  Any errors are mine.  Please email me if you find errors or inconsistencies 
charlesolawrence@bellsouth.net 
 
I would like to acknowledge the help and assistance of Kenneth Amis of Amis Musical Circle in the design and contents of this table. 
http://www.AmisMusicalCircle.com 
 
Charles Lawrence 
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